
So, you want to take family names to the temple?  
 

That is a wonderful, worthy goal. In General Conference in October 2012, Elder Richard 

G. Scott said, “Any work you do in the temple is time well spent, but receiving 

ordinances vicariously for one of your own ancestors will make the time in the temple 

more sacred, and even greater blessings will be received. The First Presidency has 

declared, “Our preeminent obligation is to seek out and identify our own ancestors.” 
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How does one go about finding family names that can be taken to the temple in order to 

perform the temple ordinances for our family members who have passed on? We start 

in FamilySearch.org (this is assuming you have used this site before and have some 

Family Tree information uploaded to the site) 

 

1. Sign into FamilySearch.org with your LDS Account.  

2. Click the Temple tab along the top 

3. Click Opportunities  

 

 
 

 

FamilySearch looks at the first four generations of your Family Tree for individuals who 

do not have all of the temple ordinances listed. This is the best place to start, but I 

would not recommend just accepting all of these names and taking them straight to the 

temple. FamilySearch was put together from several different databases of genealogical 

information and it is very possible that an individual in your family tree who is missing 
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some temple ordinances has a duplicate record in FamilySearch for whom the temple 

work has already been done. You may even find that your ancestor has already had 

their temple work performed several times- we certainly do not want to duplicate this 

work again.  

 

Take this list as a starting point and go through each name and verify their information 

in FamilySearch is correct and complete and check for duplicates.  

 

How to Check for Duplicates in FamilySearch.org Return to Table of Contents 

● Go to the person page for an individual and look 

at the bottom of the right-hand column for the 

button Possible Duplicates, located under 

Tools.  

 

● FamilySearch searches all of its records for 

individuals that may match this person in your 

family tree. You have the opportunity to evaluate 

and merge any possible duplicate individuals.  

● If there are no possible duplicates, be sure that 

the individual in your tree has complete 

information.  The more complete information you have for your ancestor; the 

more information is available for FamilySearch to use to check for possible 

duplicates.  

 

 

 

Requesting Temple Ordinances in Family Search Return to Table of Contents 

After you have checked for possible duplicates, and ensured that you have complete 

information for your ancestor, and then checked for possible duplicates again, return to 

the Temple tab and look at your list again. If there are still opportunities here, you may 

take these names to the temple.  

 

There are several temple ordinances that may or may not be available for each 

individual, and some of these may already be completed or reserved by another user. 

Use the Legend to understand what the different colors of the ordinances stand for.  

 

 

 

 



Click on View Person next to any individual for whom you would like to do temple 

ordinances, and click on the Ordinances tab.  

 

Here is listed all of the ordinances for this individual, including any that are still needed. 

Click on Request Ordinances to start the process of requesting the ordinances and 

printing the cards. You can use the checkboxes to choose which ordinances you would 

like to request, then click on the Request button.  

 

 



You will need to read the Church Policy on taking family names to the temple and check 

the box indicating you have read and will comply with the policy, then click the button 

Add to Temple Ordinance List.  

 
 

Go through each individual in your family tree for whom there are temple opportunities 

available and follow these same steps:  

1. Check for duplicates 

2. Make sure there is complete information for the individual,  

3. Check for duplicates again. There may be some now listed that weren’t before. 

4. Check for temple ordinances by clicking on the Ordinance tab from the person 

page.  

5. Select all of the ordinances you wish to reserve and click Request.  

 

Printing Temple Ordinance Requests Return to Table of Contents 

After you have gone through and found all of the ordinances and individuals for whom 

you wish to do temple work, click on the Temple tab again and then click on the Not 

Printed tab. Check the boxes next to each individual for whom you wish to print the 

ordinances and you have two options under the Print button: Print Family Ordinance 

Cards or Print an FOR.  



 
The first option allows you to print the temple cards at home and take them directly to 

the temple to perform the ordinances. You do not need to print on any special type or 

color of paper - they do not need to be on blue, pink, or yellow paper as cards printed at 

the temple are. For more information on printing cards at home see 

https://familysearch.org/blog/en/print-temple-ordinance-cards-home/ 

 

If you select Print an FOR it will print a Family Ordinance Request form which can be 

taken to the temple where the cards will be printed out for you. 

 

Sharing Temple Ordinances with Others Return to Table of  Contents 

Once you have requested temple ordinances for individuals in your family tree you may 

also Share these ordinances with others by clicking Share instead of Print.  

 

You can Share with Temple- which will release these ordinances to the temple to be 

printed and completed as part of temple file ordinances performed by any who attend 

the temple without family file names. Or, you can Share with Family or Friends and 

email these ordinances to family or friends so that they may print the cards and perform 

the ordinances. This can be useful if you are working together with family members on 

your family history and wish to share the temple work. Or you can share baptism and 

confirmation ordinances with youth in the ward who are going to the temple to perform 

those ordinances.  

 

It can be that simple to find family names to take to the temple to perform the necessary 

ordinances for them. This whole process can be done in an hour or less and you can 

feel the joy of serving in the temple for your own family. 

 

https://familysearch.org/blog/en/print-temple-ordinance-cards-home/


However, some of us may come from families that have been members of the Church 

for several generations and the temple work for our family members in the last four 

generations, which is what FamilySearch checks automatically, may already be 

completed. What now? What can you do to find family names to take to the temple?  

 

 

Manually Searching FamilySearch.org for Temple Opportunities Return to Table of Contents  

FamilySearch only searches the first four generations of your family tree when looking 

for opportunities to show you on the Temple tab. This is because the information on 

individuals earlier than that may not be as accurate or reliable, and the chances that the 

temple work may already be done greatly increases. 

 

You may still go through your family tree on FamilySearch.org manually beyond the first 

four generations and look for individuals who have temple ordinances that have not 

been completed.  

 

In the tree view of your family tree, you will see a little temple icon next to an individual’s 

name if there are temple opportunities available.  

 

If you click on the Temple Icon (or any other icon that appears in that space on an 

individual) a window will appear explaining what the symbol means and giving you more 

information about it. 

 



There is a program that can be installed as an extension for the Chrome web browser 

that can automatically crawl through your family tree and look for these individuals that 

have temple opportunities so that you do not need to do this manually.  It is called 

HopeChest and more instructions on how to install and use it can be found later in this 

document. 

 

Again, it is important to remember that any temple opportunities found manually or by 

using HopeChest are only based on what FamilySearch knows about your ancestor.  

You need to go through each individual and ensure you have complete information for 

each of them and check for possible duplicates before printing any temple cards.   

 

Conducting New Family History Research Return to Table of Contents  

If you do not find any individuals in your family tree that need temple ordinances, you 

will need to conduct new family history research to identify ancestors that you do not yet 

have any information for.  Maybe you have a family line that ends after only a few 

generations - here is an opportunity to find new individuals.  But, how exactly is family 

history research done? 

 

FamilySearch.org has a wonderful 

Wiki and a Learning Center with great 

information and helpful articles and 

videos to help you no matter what your 

skill level with genealogy is.  Click on 

the Get Help link at the top right of 

your FamilySearch screen.  

 

My favorite series of videos in the 

Learning Center are the 5 Minute 

Genealogy videos which explain a 

family history concept in just 5 

minutes.  Episode 2 is about The 

Research Process, which is just 5 

steps that are repeated again and 

again:  

 

1.  Gather 

2.  Choose 

3.  Find 

4.  Evaluate 

5.  Share 

https://www.google.com/chrome/
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https://familysearch.org/
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Main_Page
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https://familysearch.org/learningcenter/lesson/5-minute-genealogy-episode-1-quick-start/234
https://familysearch.org/learningcenter/lesson/5-minute-genealogy-episode-2-the-research-process/332
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Step 1.  Gather 

● Gather what you already know 

● Fill out a Pedigree Chart or log into FamilySearch.org and start setting up your 

tree. Fill in as much information as you currently know.  As you enter information, 

try to verify it with documents and records (such as birth, marriage, or death 

records) to prove the correct information.   Save these sources and cite them in 

your family tree. 

 

Step 2.  Choose 

● Choose what you want to learn 

● Find the gaps in your information, determine what you want to know.  Fill out a 

research log to keep track of your research so that you do not need to duplicate 

your efforts.  Clearly write what you are looking for, where you are looking for it, 

and what you found or did not find.   

● Determine what records will get you the information you are looking for.  

○ a. Are you looking for a birth, marriage, death date or place? The name of 

a sibling or a parent? What records would have that information? 

○ b.  What is a primary record vs. a secondary record? 

■ 1.  A primary record was created at the time and place of the event.  

Ex.  A marriage certificate is a primary record for the marriage date 

and place. Consider who created the record and why and how they 

obtained the information contained in the record. 

■ 2.  A secondary record is created at some later date.  Ex.  A census 

is not a primary record, but can provide useful information in 

locating the correct primary record.  A death certificate is a primary 

record for the death date and place, but is a secondary record for 

the birth of that individual - it was entered after the fact and may not 

be accurate. 

 

 

Step 3.  Find 

● Find the records 

○ a.  Where is this record to be found? Online? Family History Library on 

microfilm? State, County, City Office? 

○ b.  What is the cost of obtaining the record? Can you make copies? Do 

you want the actual record or just the information from it? Maybe you 

record the information and cite the source now, and decide to later pay to 

have the actual record.  Always record where you found the information so 

you can find it later if needed and so others can duplicate your research. 

https://familysearch.org/


○ c.  How will you store the record? Is it digital or need to be scanned and 

uploaded? Do you have a box or file folder? 

○ d.  CITE THE SOURCE.  Document where this information was found. 

 

Step 4.  Evaluate 

● Evaluate the information you have found to determine if it applies to your 

ancestor.  Think about the source of the information, where did it come from, who 

provided the information? 

● Does this information confirm or contradict information you have already found? 

What does that mean for your family history and further research? 

 

Step 5.  Share 

● Share the information with others 

● Enter information into FamilySearch.org 

● Submit the information to the temple for the work to be done 

● Write your family history, share this information with your family and share the 

research process to help inspire them. 

 

During this process you will set Research Goals, which should be specific and should 

only deal with one event in one individual’s life; for example: Your goal could be to find 

the birth date and place of your great-grandfather.  

Choosing a research goal that is too vague (saying you want to find everything about 

your great-grandfather) can lead to a lack of focus and not knowing where to start.  If 

you have a very specific research goal, one that deals with just one event of one 

individual, then you know what you are looking for, and the specific research goal helps 

to guide your search.  

 

You will also need to keep a Research Log.  A research log is a comprehensive list of 

what you have searched and what you plan to search for an ancestor. A research log 

can tell you what you have searched, what you found or didn’t find, and save you time 

because you don’t need to search the same source again. (See FamilySearch Wiki)  

Write your Research Goal on your Research Log to always remind you what you are 

looking for to keep from being distracted by other information.  You will find other 

information and other questions/goals will arise as you search -- DO NOT abandon your 

Research Goal for something new- but instead write down the new question or goal at 

the bottom of your Research Log (or quickly create a new Research Log for this new 

question/goal) and then continue your original research.  You can come back and 

pursue this other line of questioning later.   

 

https://familysearch.org/
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Keeping_a_Research_Log


One version of a Research Log can be found on FamilySearch Here , but it can be as 

simple as a piece of paper on which you write your goal, and then you write where you 

have searched for that information and what you found. 

 

Descendancy Research Return to Table of Contents 

If after all of this you are still looking for family names to take to the temple, then you 

might want to consider doing what is called descendancy research.  Descendancy 

research is like flipping genealogy upside-down and rather than starting in the present 

and researching backward in time, you choose an ancestor several generations back 

and come forward - looking for all of his/her descendants.  This is a great way to ensure 

that all families are complete, filling in parallel family lines, and finding cousins you may 

not have known you had. 

 

Start with a couple about 4-5 generations back on your pedigree.  You then locate that 

couple in the available records, identifying their children, their children's spouses, and 

grandchildren. Repeat for each of the children and grandchildren.  (See FamilySearch 

Wiki) 

 

● Viewing your family tree in a different angle can help you discover gaps where 

individuals may be missing 

● Use descendancy view in FamilySearch or a third-party app such as Puzzilla.org 

 

You log into Puzzilla with your FamilySearch username and password and it pulls the 

information from your Family Tree and displays it in a different format.  

 

The initial fan chart view can help you easily identify family lines that have gaps in them 

or that dead end where more research is needed.  

 
 

You can select an ancestor 4 or 5 or more generations back and select Descendants to 

view a new tree with that individual at the center and all of his/her descendants going 

outward.  

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/images/5/50/Research_Log.pdf
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Descendancy_Research
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Descendancy_Research
https://puzzilla.org/


 
 

The selected ancestor is indicated by the gray circle, a yellow line traces the route from 

this ancestor out to you.  You can easily see if you have descendant information for any 

parallel lines, for the other children of this ancestor.   A yellow square indicates that 

individual died before the age of 16 and no further descendants are likely in that line.  

Here you can see that my circled ancestor has three other children for whom I have no 

children information.   These are cousins that I am missing and need to find.  

 

 

 

 



Third-party Tools: Hope Chest Return to Table of Contents 

Hope Chest is a Chrome browser extension, you must have Google Chrome browser 

installed before you can install this extension.   When you then go to FamilySearch.org 

you will see an extra icon in the address bar.   

 

When you are on the Family Tree view of an individual you can click on this icon and 

choose to search either Ancestors or Descendants.   

 
 

Searching Ancestors will start with this individual and search backward along the tree, 

checking every individual in the direct line to see if the temple ordinances have been 

completed.  Searching Descendants will start with this individual and search forward 

along the tree, checking all of the descendants of this individual to see if the temple 

ordinances have been completed.   

 

When it is done searching, which can take a long time depending on how many 

individuals are in your tree, you can click on the Hope Chest icon again and view a list 

of what was found - all of the individuals in the tree that have temple ordinances that 

need to be completed.  

https://www.google.com/chrome/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/hope-chest/gjneklbanpnnjdeddbnkkgeljkhpblhp?hl=en


 
 

This is just a list of those names in your current FamilySearch tree that do not have 

information for Temple Ordinances. This is NOT a list that you can just print and take 

immediately to the temple, this is a starting point for your research. These ordinances 

need to be vetted to determine if there are any possible duplicates, if the temple work 

has already been done for this individual, and to ensure that you have all of the proper 

information for each individual. 

 

The Temple will accept a name for ordinances with much fewer details than I will.   

Technically, the Temple will accept a Mrs. John Smith with an approximate birth date, 

but, honestly, before you take that to the temple you should make every effort to find all 

possible information available about her.  

 

See the following example of a name found by Hope Chest in my Family Tree and then 

the FamilySearch.org person page for that individual. 



 

 
There is only a surname and an approximate birth date and a birth place. Technically 

enough to submit to the temple -- IF there can be no other information found. This could 

be a girl who died at birth or shortly thereafter and was not given a name, and as such 

we could submit this to the temple to have her work done.  BUT, we should do 

everything we can to make sure we have all of the available information.  

 



 
 

Here is another individual that Hope Chest indicates needs all of the Temple 

ordinances.   Click on the orange person icon on the left to open that individual’s page 

in FamilySearch.  

 

 

 

On the right is 

Research Help, with 

hints of records this 

individual may be 

included on and 

Research Suggestions 

of further information 

that may be needed 

about this individual.  



 
 

At the bottom, under Tools, check for Possible Duplicates.  

 

 
 

Click on Review Merge to review the possible duplicate information.  



 

 
The information for both of these individuals appears to be the same - I would determine 

that these two are indeed the same person.  I would merge.  And after merging, if we 

check the Ordinances tab:  

 



We see that the temple ordinances have already been completed, except for Sealing to 

Parents, which is not available because we do not have her parents’ information.  Once 

we connect to or add her parents, that may or may not be available, depending on 

whether it has been done.  

 

A note of warning about Hope Chest From FamilySearch Wiki: “Pandora's Hope Chest 

searches an individual's FamilyTree for green arrows.  The Hope Chest does nothing 

to accurately identify whether the green arrows are legitimate or simply the result 

of unmerged duplicate records.  Furthermore, the program does not verify that the 

user is related to the individuals it finds in FamilyTree.  The program also tends to 

identify records that require more research and are not immediately ready for 

submission. 

Users must be very careful when using this extension to FamilyTree, and it is not 

recommended for novices.  The Hope Chest specifically contains this message:  

"Please note:  There is no guarantee that this information is accurate.  It is your 

responsibility to verify before submitting to the temple.  This tool is not intended to be a 

replacement for diligent and thoughtful genealogical research.  You may find this 

presentation helpful. 

Note that FamilyTree already contains a function that will hunt for green arrows within 

the first four generations of the Tree.  This search is specifically limited to the first four 

generations because the accuracy of the tree tends to decrease beyond that point.  This 

search can be performed by clicking on the word "Temple" that appears at the top of the 

FamilyTree screen, then selecting "Opportunities" from the drop down list.  

While Pandora's Hope Chest does point out the green arrows within the tree, it is 

important to note that the large majority of these green arrows represent 

individuals who have duplicates in FamilyTree.  When these duplicates are 

combined, the green arrow disappears.  Pandora's Hope Chest can be helpful in finding 

green arrows that need to be merged with their duplicates.  Pandora's Hope Chest is 

better used as a tool to clean up a tree than a tool to locate temple work.  It is also 

important to recognize, also, that not all duplicates that exist in LDS records are 

currently visible in FamilyTree.  Many records have been incorrectly combined in 

NewFamilySearch and cannot currently be viewed in FamilyTree.  Here is a link to a 

presentation that can be helpful for instructions on locating duplicates within 

FamilyTree. Remember too that duplicates are best located when an individual 

record has been thoroughly filled in with full name, birth date and location, death 

date and location, and parent and spouse relationships. 

 

 

 

 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Hope_Chest
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http://prezi.com/mi3msl-s-2ek/searching-for-duplicates
http://prezi.com/mi3msl-s-2ek/searching-for-duplicates


Family History research is a wonderful pursuit and much more than simply a pastime. 

You will find joy and excitement as you research your family history and learn about 

your ancestors, more than just when they lived and died, but how they lived and who 

they were. And, of course, as you take these family names to the temple, the 

ordinances performed there will take on special meaning and you will be blessed with 

the spirit of the Lord. 

 

If you would like any further assistance with family history research, be sure to check 

out the Help in FamilySearch.org or feel free contact me:  

 

David Tertipes 

dtertipes@gmail.com 

weeklyfamilyhistory.wordpress.com  

https://familysearch.org/learningcenter/home.html
https://familysearch.org/
mailto:dtertipes@gmail.com
https://weeklyfamilyhistory.wordpress.com/

